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June 25, 2021 
 

Re: MPSD Class of 2021 

 

Good Afternoon Parents and Graduates of the Class of 2021,  

 

On behalf of the Miller Place School District community, it is with a deep sense of pride that we 

congratulate you as you complete your educational studies and prepare to graduate from high school. 

Graduation is the high point in the academic life of a student, as well as being a milestone for you, your 

parents and those that care for you. 

  

For most of you, the first 11 years of your educational journey were fairly typical. Then came the upheaval 

in the spring of your 11th grade and the vast uncertainty of your entire 12th grade year. During this time you 

learned to live on the edge of change, with the constant shifts and unexpected turns, the likes of which we 

have never experienced.  

 

You managed multiple learning environments – synchronous, asynchronous, remote, hybrid, virtual, and 

livestreaming. You registered for SATs and ACT exams to have the dates cancelled and rescheduled, over 

and over again.  

  

You adapted to playing football, field hockey, and soccer in March, not to mention running track in freezing 

temperatures. Your parents became your driving instructors, just as your college visits took place over a 

computer screen. And as if the landscape had not changed enough, you adapted to performing on stage in a 

mask, having concerts under the stars and then finally you were able to be together for your senior prom.  

  

To say you “survived the past 16 months” would be minimizing your hard work, your stamina, your 

determination, and your success. To say as a class that you are amazing individuals is an understatement to 

your resiliency. So please do not forget the past year, or state how hard it was, or not worth it, because it 

taught you so much: 

 

Patience – when you thought you were confronted with challenges that were insurmountable. 

 

Willpower – when you wanted to give up.  

 

Grit – when you thought you couldn’t take another change. 

 

Perseverance – when you didn’t want to care anymore. 

 

 

 

 



How do I know you learned the true meaning of patience, willpower, grit and perseverance? Because you 

demonstrated that throughout this time of prolonged stress, as members of this class you: 

 

Learned in classrooms that looked different, and you continued to be academically successful. You were 

given new teaching tools, including laptops, to be prepared if needed to learn from home. You quickly 

learned this new platform and adjusted as needed.  

 

As the school year progressed, you gave us the multiple opportunities to celebrate your successes: 

  Induction into honor societies,  

  To cheer for you remotely during competitions and  

  Proudly watching your academic award ceremonies.  

 

You have performed in national concerts, competed in NYSSMA, All State and SCMEA, and in fact one of 

you received the Long Island Scholar artist award for music. 

 

You were nominated for Teeny Awards for your drama performances. 

  

Had artwork featured in the Parrish Art Museum. 

  

You are champions in swimming, fencing, track, cross country, softball, and field hockey 

  

And one the most impressive achievements - ALL of our varsity teams qualified as Scholar-Athlete Teams 

with 75% of their rosters earning a 90GPA or better during their season of competition. 

 

You were OAK and OAR recipients for your acts of kindness. 

  

You conducted food drives, and revamped our memorial garden where we honor those we have lost. 

  

Members of this class will attend Yale, Julliard, Notre Dame, Vassar, Northwestern, Syracuse, Cornell, 

Union, Sacred Heart and Stony Brook – just to name a few.  

 

Class of 2021 – we applaud you for your personal growth and maturity. 

  For your kindness and for your courage as you have become the best version of yourself.  

  You completely reinvented the wheel of learning and you made the impossible possible. 

 

As you move on from the comforts of Miller Place, please: 

 Remember where you came from and where you’re going  

 Be a positive impact on someone else’s life 

 Try a new challenge or do something new each day. This will teach you something about yourself 

and may create a lasting memory 

 Test your limits, while learning from your experiences 

 Don’t limit yourself on your path to success 

 Dream big and have big ideas, but do so with high standards  

 Work hard, earn it, and try to be happy 

 Build on your kindness towards others as your life grows and changes 

 Recognize your choices will lead you to new opportunities; make the most of them to build the best 

future you can 

 Remember your vision will help you stay positive and get the most out of life 

 Remember to acknowledge those who helped you along the way. Thank your parents, your mentors, 

your coaches, and your advisors.  

  

 

  



Class of 2021 - Enjoy your coming years and know our community looks forward to watching you succeed 

in the future as your journeys help you grow into the fine and respectful people you are destined to be. 

  

Parents and family members, thank you for your active participation in our District, for your support of our 

programs, students and staff. Never has there been a prouder moment than when we support and celebrate 

each other within this wonderful community so many of us call home.   

 

Congratulations on raising this class of humble and kind humans and for sharing them with us. Thank you 

for understanding this was never going to be a traditional school year, but it was always going to be the 

place we would try our best to accomplish what had never been done before.  

  

I wish you all a healthy summer 2021 and the best in years to come.  

 

Dr. C.  

 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools       
 


